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2 (4 T u att opinion among ſt ſome ; not ſo erroxtors as 591105 

mY dity, What reaſen they can alleadge'to ſtrengthen (0 

| A-ﬀY, [= 3 ſte no reaſon why theſethat are graven ſhould not be 
waturall ſtr aine of a true Artiſt;each Letter being cut according to its trus 


2» FS rant, that Coppy-Bookes of this natare are of no vali- 

fond a conceit, 1 hnow not; ſure it is ſome private out, 

they are ſo loath to produce it, For mine owne part, l 

cat |, 4 profitable to a Learner , as thoſe that are meerly 

RO CERN written; ſo they be exaBtly perfermed according to the 

written; ſo they be exattly performed according tot 

proportion, and looſing not the life delivered inn the Examples 
| | 7 2 : 
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F (ertaine 


PY . 
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: "CortaineI am, there t no man living canwrite ſoexattly , but that @+ 
2 CONS * wen 3» the writing of ſixe lines he bimſelfe ſhall be conſcious to himſelfe of ſome 
Ba i . * gagperfelions: which,by direftions tothe Graver(being a good Work: man and 
1 6 EG . rarefull) may be eaſily helped and made perfett for imitation, Howbeit I des 
| SM my not,but that oftentimes the Graver may wrong the Writer if be be not very 
CY TRIS obſervant in every touch of a Letter: and the amends which he may make hins 
4 no © | inthe well cutting of ſome one or two hands, will not conntervaile the credit 
3 EO [+ which be ſhall loſe by bis ll graving and vnnatarall miſpaping of ſome few 
ot IE ID Letters in one very Example. 
8  LIOES WEE... | For this Booke enſuing, I know there are ſome(through an envious Curioſi- 
Ws | z7, rather then a true Indgement ) which will herein find many infirmities:yet 
_ det me tell them it ts an eaſier matter to pry into the tmperfe(tinns of another, 
4% then it 1s to amend their own errours:and hethat finds the greateit faults,com- 
IP monly # the unableſt to amend the leaFt, ſince Art hath no greater enemy then 
ye. Jgnorance. Thi is my glory; T hat I haue not plaid the Theefe with any man, 
"» (though it were in my power to have done it.) But quicquid ſcripfi, ſcripfi - 
WS, whatſoener Thaue writte Thane done it my ſelfe:For I would be much aſhamed 
5 IR . that axy man ſhould thinke, I had beene brought np in a place of (uch ſcarſity, 
DE ON”  .apdunder ſobada Maſter or that there were m me ſuch a pouerty that I muſ? 
==: . weeds oo a theeving for my 5hill. thank Goa there ts nothing mit which T ans. 
- "ERS | . pot able upon aninſtant to better, And therfore if any man liſt to be cotentions, 
|  tethim he contentions, but let him not wrong hing'in his doing s, who is _ to 
E oe 


- 
a. RC ug i % 


ao better then himfelfe: 1 ſpeaks of th oe that ybinke themſelues excel. / | ny 


paſt compare, who indeed (be their names never ſo famons) beare about thats * - 
but the ſhadow of Art. And howſoever the ſpirits of ſuch men are ſo elevated. - 
and raiſed even beyoug themſelnes, that they thinks baſely of every mans to< 

ings but their owne ;thaugh their conſciences tell them they arebut empty veſ< 


fſels, which alwayes make the greateſt ſound. It ſhall ſuffice me, that( 1) know 


what they have in them, and how far their skill extendeth;andſo reſt my. cif 


contented, till Time and Truth ( the tryers of all mens attions) ſhall diftribut 
fo every one according to bs deſert. Infthe meane time as this little Booke 
hath found gracious acceptation at he hands of him to whom it was firſt pri 


vately intended : So | hope it will hane the approbation of all ſuch as are ys | 


diſpoſed, and beare affetton to ſo excellent, commendable, and neceſſary 

Art: aſſrring them, that had 1 bad my right I ſhould haze gwen them better 
content, and greater {atisfation of thePens perfettion; As for Carpers and 
over -Curious-ey"d men,1 paſſe ot, as knowing my ſelfe every way (in the Art 
Tprofeſſe) « Worke-man tharneedeth not to be aſtamed, / | 


CG : T7 z / 
; | ' ; '+; G - j | 
From my houſe in Buſh-laneneare = #5 J7 F, Fl 
London ſtone, Decemb.22. 1618. 
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' The Pens Excellency. 


2 He Profeſſjon of the Pen atrhis day being ſo univerſall, 
> andrhe- Profeſſors themſelues for tlie molt part ſo ig- 
2p norant , and. inſuificient to, undertake ſo worthy, a 

2 function 3 together with he delireI hane (cording) 


@Z& to my ſmall talent ) to. benefit ſuch as are , or wouls 
D@p, bc Practitioners in that commendable ArtoFf Farns 

TAR, WRITING ;, were, the gnely' motiues that induced 
mee to manifeſt y Wc 


C; . #>A&h | yy . TY - : HP 
nto the view of the work, thele few lines hereafter en- 
ſuing. W herein beforeT enterinro diſcourſe. concerning thEArcir ſelfe, 
give.meleavecurſorily todemonſtrate the manifold abuſes 'which arc of- 
fered unto the Per by anumber of lame Per-mex.; who as: they doe in- 
crude themſelues into the: ſociety of Artiſts, and uſurping the name of 
Pen-men ,: ſecke detinere Artem in ;gnorantia: 1 by their audacious brags 
and lying promiſes, they doe ſhado wand obſcure both the xcllegey of 
the Per, and the dignity of thoſe that are indeed true Profeſſors —_— 

B 3 -vp 


ButT purpoſe not to heape up all theabuſes which they may be coticei< 
vedtoofferunto the Pen; for that were toloſe my ſelfe in an cndlefle dife 
-courſe: | wiltoncly pointar a few which 1 hold-co be the chicteſt,and dos 
belong principally to matterof Teaching: And thole I findeto be foure. 
Firſt, you ſhall obſerve that theſe Botchers, (for they deſerue no better 
title) are for the greateſt part of them of no ſtanding ,. nor ever have had 
any ground in che Art, onely have a ccrtaine confuſed kind of writing , 
voide eicher of Life, Dexterity, or eAvr it ſelfe 3 and yet notwithſtanding, 
they profeſſe, and in their Bills (clapt upon every poſt) promileto per- 
forme as much as any whoſocyer. For let any man obſerve their Ly-bills, 
(for fo I may very well tearme them) and he ſhall ſee how liberall they 
arc in their promiſes this way, profcſfing te teach any one (not ſtandin 
upon the caparity of the pupill )to write aſutficient hand in a month, and 
ſome of them doe fay, in a fortnight. Yet , if they did but fay ſoirwere 
tolerable , when as they themſclues, (I date be bold to athrme ic) may 
goe ſo long to Schoole to learne a' little a, and yet not attaineto the true 
ouch thereof, being. fitter for other Mechanicall occupations (wherein 
fome of them to my knowledge , have beene brought up) then for the 
Profeſſion of this ſo carious an Art. Whoſe Fretings (if they come to the! 
couchſtone of Art, which cannot erre, and to the iudgement of Artiſts, 
who ſeldome are deceived) will prove laine and Schoole-boy-like. And 
although in ſome of their doings, there may ſecme inthe eyes © 


, CY 
Se 
= P a 


f the ig- 
norane, 


- Gan, > en OT / TI ach Wer 
* * = 
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ADD, EBRD owns... 
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ab ignavia animi magnitudo,T hey 


norant, to be aſhew of Art: howbeit zaxtum 4b ſunta perfeitiene,quantums; i 
| | omeas far ſhort of thoſe that havethe: * Wc, OE 
tealt skill, as they doe of PerfeRtion. EO ERUTTLEESEST = 
Nexc,whereas we that are Pex-wen hold thisasa Maximein the Art of - P73 ag" 
Writing, To yeeld.a reaſon ofevery thing wedoe,fince plus apnd nos vera * baſe. BED 
ratio valet, quam vulgs opinio ) why, theſe ignorant Profcfiors are fo rea- 005: 
fouleſſe in all their workes, bothof Writing and: Teaching, :thar ir is im+ 
poſſible for thoſe whom they teach, or that imitate:their doivgs,to reape 
any benefit by them. Reaſon being a ſecond :Schoolemaſter ro. bring a 
man to knowledge in any Art hedeſires to praiſe. And certainely (ex- 
perience tells me that) in the matter of teaching,nothing is more avaiſca- 
le to alcarner, then the demonſtration of Reaſon. :'So that hercin ap- | 
peares the ſecond abuſe, in that theſe men , being not able to.yeeld a rea- .*'\ - +. 
ſon of that they profeſle , doe nevertheleſſe (Parrat-like) boaſt of their | 


+8. "oh POE 


$kill,and in their papers give out vaunting ſpeeches, as'if ſo be they were © x OM 
the onely fellowes that would. (as we fay ) beare away the bell : whereas 38 
if a man take a view ofany of their workesor hea, A ſball find cthere- WR 
in no appearance either of Trath, Reaſon, or Art: but on the contrary , = Is 
ſuch weake ſtuffe as he would rather imagine it to be the ſcratching of a > - 
Hen, then the worke of a profeſt Pen-man. | | LE. 


Thirdly, ( becauſe I would be briefe ) by theſetheir large (yetlyi " _— 
promiles) they blind the eyesof the common fort, whoare rather affe& 3 Abuſe 
| with £ 


Fo eA buſes 


with novelties:and firange Jeviſes, though they appeare-in nothing :bur 


vaine oltentations, then with the ſoundneſſe of iudgement and exquiſite». 
eſſe of skill, wherewith Artiſts are induced. For ic is nora common thing; 
:mongſt-chem;, as well in:their refidence about this famous City: { which 
t3od knowes fwarmes with them(as in their curriculer Progretles over all 
places in this Kingdome;tacarry about them,yea and tofetin openview 
rhewntings und Tables af other men; and aifirme they are their owne ? 
{ appeale to none but :to'my. owne experience herein; howbeit I am per- 
{waded divers others(and which I know to) will concurrce with me i nthis 
truth. And what is thts, thinke you; bur decepr5o 24/55, a blinding of the 
world with ſhewes of what they are not 2: ane $0, = 

- Laſtly, they doe alſo hinder the commodity of thoſe that goe as far be- 
yond them in excelleney of writing ,as.che Sunne exceeds the Moone, and 
that two wayCse EE RIS, Ce 

Firſt; by their baſe and ignominious carriage of themſelues in their accu- 
ſtomary coſening, whereby men take occaſion to conceiue1o ill of others 
of the ſame Profeſſion,that it 3s almoſt impoſſible for any one(do'ovmeane 
he never ſo well, ) tohane entertainement where they have beene beforc: 

| And ſecondly, by the multicude of them, which is fo great thata man 
can goe into no corner of this City,but he ſhall ſee and heare of a world of 
ſquirting Teachers ,: not one of them almoſt warthy to carry a Per-rmans 


 Fack-horneaker him,muchleilc ro bearethename of agood Penman, ©: 
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| Diversotherabuſes there are Which theſe men offer unto the excellency 
of the Pen and Pen-wen:Bur leſt I ſhotld ſeeme prolix in fo flight an argyi- | 
ment; will-here lezut them to the cenſure of the skilfull, and tothoſe thar 
to their coft have made cryall of them, For aſmuch as my inrenris notſo. 
much-to dete the folly of thoſe vnworthy Profeffors (which is palpable 
enongtrio cuery one) as to entreat ofthe Art it ſelfe,reducing all that I en- 
tend:dfſprake in commendation thereof, unto theſe three heads : 


1 To the Antiquitie 
; 2 Tothe Econ thereof 
3 Tothe Diwverſttie- 

' Firſt, for the Antiquity of it.Some affirme that the uſe 6f this Art was 1 Part; 
found out in the very infancy of the world : and thac Enoch the ſeuenth oſeps. 16.1. 
from Adam had skill there:n:For /oſzphus credibly reports,that one of the ds Antiquir. 
Prophecies which Enoch wrote on pallers of ſtone, remained even in his _ 
time; or at leaſt ſome ruine thereof. But others doe aſcribe thoſe pillers ro 
Seth, who lived before Enoch. Howlſoever,if it were bur as ancient as the 


Law, it carries with it age enough. Y 

' As for the Art of Prantizg, which came up but-yeſterday(in compariſon) 
and is now 1n much requeſt, thar can no way blemiſh the Art of #41» , 
foraſmuch as #+:tzng is the Preſident by which Printing is effteRed, and 


therefore the more worthy. For as we ſay in Arithmeticke , Ot of the 
| C greater 


greater the leſſer 14 deduted i So that, that whence the deduRion js made, 
15 greater then the deduction it ſelfe, PO 

[ ſhall not need to argue much upon the Arrequiry of this Art, in re- 
gard of the univerſall knowldge thereof, What worthy and notable ats 
were heretofore done by any, either Diyine, Morall, Legall or Martiall , 
but were reſerucd to after-ages by the meanes of Priting? And | wonder 
how we ſhould cver haye attained to any kind of learning, had we not had 
the ſcrols of our learned forefathers to peruſe and looke into, as alſo the 
holy Scriptures, 1» quibrs ſunt onmes theſauri ſapientie ac (cientie recodits? 

The next thing to be entreated of is the Excellency of the Art of Writing, 
which doth evidently appeare in theſe two things: _ 

Firſt,in theearneſt defire that all men for the moſt part have to attaine 
unto it: for thoſe things which are rarc and deleQable, are ſought for and 
*purſued of all men, that's arule in Nature : Now the Artof Hriting is a 
moſt excellent and deleRable Art, and therefore of all men much deſired. 
2 Neceſſitate Secondly , the Excellency appeares in the neceſſity thereof: for it is 
| _ neceſſary forall (you know) to write; and thoſe that cannot, finde what a 

multitude of inconveniences doe come upon them for the want of it. _ 

herein (by the way) ſaffer me not to give connivence to that ungrounde 
An anſwer Opinion of rany, who atfirme Writing to be altogether unneceſſary for 
194 commosy Women. If by it any foule buſineſſes are contratted, and thcreby much 
Obieftion, Fruit effeted;Is this to be laid upo the Art it {elfe?Or is ir not rather the ill | 
RR .: is EE. diſpoſition 


2 F art. 


x Defiaerio 


t- 


4 diſpoſition of thoſe to be charged herewith, who make ic thejnſtrumene. 
whereby they bring to paſſe evill actions ? For not the uſe but che abuſe 
of a thing is it which makes it odious. If ir wereotherwiſe, why then foule 
imputations may be laid upon the beſt vertnes, which of themſclues are 
immaculate. RE 2. ; 

To be briefe, the Art of #riting isſo excellent, and of ſuchneceſſary 
uſe, that none oug ht to be without ſome knowledge therin, ſince the cx- 

Cellency of no Art without it can be made knowne or manifeſt, And if 
any Art be commendable in a woman, (I ſpeake not of their ordinary 
workes wronght with the needle, whereinthey excell) itis this of 7r:5- 

ting; whereby they, commonly having not the beſt memories (eſpecially 

| concerning matters of moment) may commit many worthy and excellent 

things to Writing, which may occaſionally miniſter vnto them macter of 
much ſolace. | 
Hereby alſo, the ſecrets thatare and ought to be , betweene Man and 
Wife, Friend and Friend, 8c. incither of their abſences may be confined 
a their owne privacy, which (amongſt other things) is not the meaneſt 
ignity. | 
Laſtly, the praiſe of this Art is ſoneceſlary for women, and conſequent- 
ly ſo excellent, that no woman ſurviuing her husband, and who hath an 
eſtate left her, ought to be without the ule chereof, at leſt in ſome reaſo- 
aable manner : For thereby ſhee comes to a certainty of her eſtare, With. 
C 2 Chg 


eut truſting to the reports of ſuch as areuſually imployed to looke jntg 
the ſame: whereas ocherwiſe for want of it, ſhe is ſadiet co the manifold 
deceirs now uſed in the world, and by that meanes plungeth her ſelfe unto 
a mulcitude of inconveniences. __.... FC eZ 
Wherefore their opinion who would barre women from the uſe of this 
excellent facalty of Writing, is utterly lame, iand cannot by force of argu- 
ment be maintained. ' ZE | | 
And although the Excellency of this Art(to ſpeake of the curioſity ther- 
of ) be fomewhat ſhadowed by the dulnefle of ſome Mechanical ſpirits , 
who ſ{eldome haue skill inany ching out of their owne element, that thinke 
Friting to be onely a hand-!abour, and ſo they can write to keepe a dirty 
ſhop booke, they care for no more z never eſteeming the .commendable 
manner of faire and orderly 7-iting,which ought in'all buſineſſe to be ob- 
ſerued,as well in keeping of Books for Merchants & others, as inall kind 
of Engroſements, appertaining to the Law, &c ; Yet notwithſtanding the 
ſplendor & grace of Friting ſhines moſt excellently in the ſcrols of skilfu'l 
Artiſts,as in the writing of ſome may appcare to them that haue inſight. . 
And what ſhould I fay of the Excellency of this Art? [s it not one of the 
hands by which not only chis,bur al othercommon-wealchs are upholden? . 
The key which opens a paſſage to the deſcrying and finding our of inny- 
merable creaſures? The handmaid to memory?The Regiſter and Recorder 
of all Arts? And the very mouth whereby a:man-familiarly conferreth _ 
> 


this friend, though the diſtance of thouſands of miles bebetwixtthem ? 
Infinite otherthings might beſpoken concerning the Excellency of this 
Art of Writing; and whercl faile 1n the ſetring forth thereok,afliſt me with 
your manifold imaginations, a | 
* The third and laftthingto be diſcufſed of in commendation of this Art, 
is the Dzverſitiechereof; I meane the divers kinds of hands which are now 
uſed amongſt us. For although they all goe under the name of writingzyer 
theyare to be diſtinguiſhed according to the diverſity of them. Howbeit 
my purpoſe is not toclog my diſcourſe with an enumeration of every idle 
hand chat may be written? for that were abſurd, and out ofthe element of 
aPen-man,l will only entreat of thoſe which are the principall;and where- 
in the moſt Art, the greateſt curioſitie, and the rareſt dexterity of the Ar- 
viſt is ro be manifeſted: and they are theſe which follow, viz, 


3 Part, 


3 Secretary. 
2 Baſftard-Sceretary, or Texte 
3 Roman. 


4 1talian, 
5 Corrt. 
6 Chancery. 


Ofcach of which I will briefly peake ſomewhae, onely by way of di- 
| C3 inte 


s Secretary. 


Secretarsus 
4 [cecrets. 


2 Baſtard. 
SFSYEFAT 


ſinRion,in regard I would not willingly weary the Reader with ſuperſiuc 
ous circumſtances, or detaine him long from that which followeth. 

For the firſt, v5z: the Secretary; which is fo tearmed (as I conceive) 
partly becauſe it is the Secretaries common hand; and partly alſo, becauſe 
1 is the onely uſuall hand of Exg/ard, for the diſpatching of all manner of 
buſineſles for the moſt part whatſoever. 

I might adde hereunto the ſuper-excellency of this hand, in reſpe of 
any other hand ; for that the very denomination thereof, imports ſome 


things 1n it that are not caſily to be found our. And true it is, that whoſoe- . 


ver doth practiſe it(according to the true nature of it) ſhall perceive there 
1n many ſecret and ſubtill paſſages of the hand, which few, bur thoſe thac 
have bin well grounded therein by a true Artiſt, are able tocomprehend : 
but 1 affeR brevity. | 

To ſpeake of the kinds of Secretary,is (in theſe dayes) no cafic matter: 
for ſome have deviſed many ,and thoſe ſo ftrange and diſguiſed; thac there 
is hardly any true ſtraine of a right Secretary ia them.For mine owne part, 
I make diſtin&ion betwixt the See, Facill, and Faſt hands, of which three 
I ſhall(God willing )by and by propoſe ſome few examples: 

The next is Baſtard-Secretary, and ſo named by the beſt , becauſc it is 
gotten of the Secretary, as thoſe that have any skill may perceive. This 
1S a hand not ſouſuall as the former ; yer of great validity, and for divers 


purpoſes exceeding gracefallzas for Engroſſements, Epitaphsfor TOs 
4 181CS 


| 


Titles of Bookes, and many other uſes, which would be too tedious for 
ane here to recite. 


The third is Rowax , which hath his denomination from the place 3 Rowan. 


where(it ſeemes)irt was firſt written, viz: Rowe. A hand of great account, 
and of much uſe in this Realme', eſpecially in the Yniverſities: and ic is 
conceived to be the caſieſt hand that is written with Pex, and to be taughr 
in the ſhorteſt time: Therefore it is uſually taught to women, for as much 
as they (having not the patience totake any great paines, beſides phan- 
raſticall and humorſome) muſt be taught chat which they may inſtantly 
learne:- otherwife they are uncertaine of their proceedings, becauſe their 
minds are (upon light occaſion) cafily drawne | ws the firſt reſolution. 


The fourth is 1ralia,a hayd in nature not much different from Rowar, 4 1 aliate 


but in mannerand forme, of much iccongruitie thereynto. This is a hard 


which of late is growne very uſual, and is much affeced by divers: for in- | 
deed,it is a moſt excellent and curious ha»d,and to be written with fingu- 


lar command of hand; elſe it will appeare but very ragged and vile; and if 
the Pen be taken off in contunRion of the letters, it is neither approveable, 
nor Pen-mar-like, but meere botching, which is deteſtable. 

The fift is Coxrt-havd; fo called, for that it is of great uſe in thoſe two 
famous Courts of the Kizgs Bench, and Commons Pleas. It is a bandſome- 
what difficult to writ well, and he that continually writes it, may happi- 
ly come to perfeQion in that ; but for other hands (if he could write ne- 

yer 


= Corrt. 


aer ſo many) let him never looketo write any.of thenr wellz. for ic is ab'e - 
to marre them all. I am not reaſonleſlſe in this opinion, but able (unto any... 
EE OoonomRoee. 7,7, 

6 (bancery» Thelaſt is Chancery, which.every man knowes to be written no where 
b'utin the Higb Court of Chancery, andin,other Offices which haue refe- 
rence thereunto. I am of opinion, that-this hand bang well writcen, is far: - 
n:ore graccfull then the' Cowre., and equally. difficult, 1 hath-a kinde of 
mixture of the Court and Baſtard-Secretary in ity which any man of iudge= 
n ent may eaſily perceives. _ [0 S COD 

There are two kinds hereof,the Sertand Faſt; the difference betweene- 


chem is not little, as they thatare Clerks, well know, ER a 
\ Thus much, or rather thus little, I, thought good tadeliver, touching 
the Anriquity, Excellency, and Diverſsty ofthe Art of #riting, hg 
Now here ſha.| follow certaine peecesand Examples of the (ixe ſeuerall. 
heads before mentioned; wherein 1 haueendeauoured ta fit-my ſelfe with | 
extraordinary matter for Coppies ; holding ir an abſird thing in a gocd- 
Pen-man to make choiſe of; ſuch fuſtian ſuffe 4 2s many doe, onely to ſer” 
out their Coppies,and, make the writing.to ſeeme graceftill to the eye. Al- 
fo I hauc labourcd to be ſo perſpiquons is the natufe of cuery hand, as chat 
- he meaueſt may: imitate me, and reape:ſome benefiv by'ime— © 


Thus: 


Thus from the gate or entrance. I have brought you into the houſe ; 


where you have ſcene ſundry ornaments aud peeces of Arczand now(if you 


be not weary )goe with me into one roome more,and there take a vie of 
the implemeats and tooles, with wh'ch you mult worke, if you meane to 
prove a Pen-man; and learne how you are to uſe and handle them. Ruc 
before we enter, ſteppe aſide with me, and I will give you notice of cer- 

taine obſervations, which are neceſlary to be knowne :of ever y one that 

will prattiſc chis Art. 


— ſ— 


ic — 


a —— =_y 


Obſervations for Writing , 


Very one that intends either to be a Teacher of others,ora Pratitio- 
Lner for himſ:lfe; ought ro know that inthe Art of Letters, or Vri- 
t1ng, three thi:tgs a eto be obſerved, viz, 


1 Ratio. 
3 2 CAHModis . L 
3 Species, 
Theformer whereof, which is Rexſon,hath reference to the underſtan- 
ding, and Q th moſt of a | co:cerne the ſpecu'atiuc part of Writing, 
The two latter , vi, the cm and ſhape (which ot every letter 
throughs 


Generally. 


throughoutthe Alphabet is to be obſerved) doth conſiſt in the carriage of 
the 6454, and thele are the pratique parts of #riting, | 
Firſt, the Reaſoz of every letter mult be found ot; as why ſuch a letrer 
PDT ES being made thus and thus, ſeemes moregracefull then being made ſo and 
larl, ſo. Likewiſe, a: for every letter, and the leaſt couch with che P.n, a reaſon 
'")- muſtbegiven: Soitis in theco.4junKion, knitting or joyning together 
I Katz. Of theleners; Why the Pen mult here be caken off, and why there noc ra- 
ken off ? why thenature obhis letter willadmit the taking off of the Pen; 
and why the nature of that letter doth require the coatrary. Theſe things 
mult be reſolved cothe learn:r, by Reaſon; elſe how ſhall he underſtand 
to write well ? : | DT 
» HMedus Next, the wearer of making every letter muſt be knowne too. For if 
| a Scholer be taughc to frame his letters after an ill, corrupt, and contrary 
way : It cannot be that he ſhonald eyer write well. Aad although per- . 
chance ſome do write ſuilicient and ferviceable hands. that never were 
raughe the true way of frain:ng their Chara ters - Yet norwit hſtanding 
what they doe, they (as we ſa; dx by roate, not underſtiiding, or cou- 
WT ceiving how to write. For I dare u1dzrtake, rhat ſuch as have 19t becne 
: rightly grounded 1ercia. are never able to know or ta1ze ot the good- 
nefie or badnefſe of a lacter. Therefore it w-re t> be wiihed, chac men 
would refraine from theſe Botchers that ſpoile io many, & bing up fuch 


zmulcicade of Scciblers, not fic for any ans 'imploymeart; and cuat they 
| CST I wouid 


would (not ftarding upon the pay, 2$ many 1gnorant perſons do)put theis 
youth to ſuch as are able to teach, ard are knowneto te good Pen-nien. 

Laſtly, as the 7e«/e-and the manner of every Letter is to be obſerved: fo 
the ape (which giveth /ife and ſpivir to Writing) muſt be knowne alſo;for 
therein the very ſubſtance of Writing conſiſteth. | 

Herein a man ought to be very wary and circurr ſpe. concervirg the 
carriage of his Pen : thatis, thathedoe not prefle upon that part of the 
lertcr which requires a favorable tcuch; nor be ſparing in that part \,,p.;4 
requires the contrary : for in citÞerthe /p#rircof the letter is dulled ,, wed 
blockifſh, ſo that the Sepecannot then be good. _ 


3 Species 
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It feall not be a mifſe for the diligent Praftitioner, more ſpecially to obſerne 
theſe few brife Rules concerning Writing. v13. 


I | Mer ſize his wrizing, that is, to makethe depth ard fulreſſe proe 
portionable. | 


2 Then to obſerve the whites. for that*s a maine matter. | -þ 


_ 3 Laflly, to ke: pe an equall diſtarce, a: weli betweene letter and letter, 
2$ betweene word ard word. | 


_— three being the chiefeſt things wherein the grace ef »riting con- 67 


D 3 In 


In the next place I hold it neceſſary to ſet downe certaine rules for the 
caaking and holding of the Pez,with other things thereunto appertaining, 
lard you have gotten you a good Pen-knife well edg'd and ſmooth'd 
upon a hoane, and good ſecond quils, either of Goole or Raven, ſcra- 
ped with the backe of your knife, begin to make your pen thus : | 
x Firſt,holding your quill che right ſide upwards,cut off about the third 
part of it flata'ong to the end ; | 
2 And turning it on the backe-(ide, cut off the very erd of it aſl»ape 5 
which being done it will be forked. 
3 Then holding ſtill on the backe, make alittle cut in the very midſt 
of the quill 
4 When you have done ſo, take the end of your Kuife if ic Fave apegg, 
- Ws another quill,and make a lit up ſuddenly, evea in the cut you gave 
efore. 
5 Which being done,turne your quill on the right fide againe, and bee 
gin to cut a little thought.above the ſlit, on that fide wh:ch is next your 
left hand,and fo continue cutting by degrees,tiii you thinke you haue ſuf 
ficiently cut that ſide- Bur hercin you muſt be very wary you cut not off 


too much of the ſlit; for then your Pen will be to hard, and if you leaue 
$00 much alſo it will be over-ſoft. - - Thed 


Obſervations or rules for the making of the Pen. 


6 Then even againſt the place you began to cut the firſt ſide, cutthe,. _. . 
| aps” $ « Note that 'f 
other likewiſe, till you hauc made them both of an equall thianefle; and TR 
then trying it by lif.ing up the flirt upon the natle of your thumb, you ſha'l tonal b i ( 
ſee whecher it be too ſoft or too hard: if either, bring it to a meane by ad- haue "rae, 
ding more ſlit to ir,if you ſee it to be too hard; or by caking ſome away, if J9uaretopare 
you percciue it to be too ſoft. eter the backe 
Laſtly, herein lies the ditficulty,vz. in the nibbing of the Pen:whercin Ow”, totake 
| Tobſerve this ule , thar placing it onthe naile of my thamb , or middle Oblirus has 
finger, I hold my knife ſomewhar floaping, and cut the end of the nibbe, this nibbing of 
not quite off, but before my knife come of, Iturne him downe-righr, and *h<Fen muſt 
ſo cut the nibbe cleane away, on both fides alike; contrary to that old vul- | comp or 
gar rule, Dexrera pars penne,Cc. Now if my Pen be to write full, 1 cut off "ons, +4 


ſo much the more of the nibb; if ſmall,ſo much the leſles vrera'lcuts, o- 
; SL  --.- therwiſeit will 
Obſervations for the bolding of the Pen, not write car- 


x [Rs your Pen betweene your thumbe, your fore-finger, and TA 
your tmiddle-finger:viz.with the top of your thambe,the bottrome 
_ = part of your fore-finger, and the top or apper part of your mid- 
e finger. | | 
2 AP let your other two fingers ioyne to the reſta little thought with- 
in them ; ſuffering none of your fingers with which you hold the Pcn, 
fo touch paper; for that is the proper office ofthe fourth and little —_ 
y 
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